[Three cases of chronic respiratory tract lesions associated with adult T-cell leukemia (ATL)].
Three cases of chronic respiratory tract lesions as a complication of adult T-cell leukemia (ATL) are reported. Case 1 was seropositive for HTLV-1 on recent examination following treatment of bronchiolitis. Chest radiograph revealed over inflation of the lungs and bilateral diffuse small nodular shadows. Pulmonary function test resulted hypoxemia and mixed ventilation disorder. Pathological examination confirmed lymphocytic infiltration of the bronchiolar wall. Both clinically and pathologically the patient was diagnosed as having diffuse panbronchiolitis (DPB). Therefore, this case was considered to be the bronchiolar type of HTLV-1 associated bronchiolo-alveolar disorder (HABA). The other two cases with smoldering or chronic ATL presented with long-standing symptoms of productive cough due to chronic respiratory lesions. We consider that all three cases had HTLV-1 virus associated pulmonary lesions, but with different clinical and pathological presentations. Among 12 cases of bronchiolitis experienced at our hospital, three were positive for HTLV-1.